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LUKE xix. 41, 42. 


And when he was come near, he beheld the 
City, and wept over it, 

Saying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy Day, the Things 
which belong unto thy Peace ! but now 
they are bid from thine Eyes. 


N the Verſes immediately preceeding 
my Text, we have an Account of 
our bleſſed Saviour his going from 
Bet hybage to Feruſalem in greet 
Lowlineis and humble State, witly 
the loud Acclamations of the Mul- 
titude, and all Teſtimonies of Joy and Reſpect from 
them; they ſpread their Garments in the Way, 
and cut down Branches from the Trees, and ſtrawed 


them 
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his Father ;-dnd may that N tene 

Chriſt, be alſo in all the Minift rut : prot 

would be a good Mean to prevent or allay that Tpi 

Hate, and calm theſe Storms that are often raiſed imp 

in the Church ; it would cut off Occaſion from Pro 

the People of venting their "Cathality, ohe ſaying, Me 

an of Paul, anotber, I am of Apoll. Ver 

In the Words I have read, we have an Account thai 

of our bleſſed Lord's Behaviour when he drew nigh and 

ro Feruſalem ; when he was come near to the City Side 

| in the Deſcent.of.the Mcuat Olityet, when he was tby 
| come ſo very nigh, as he could have a diſtin& View int 
oftthe City, he bebeld the City, he fixed his Eyes. wet 
upon it, and wept over it; conſideting their ob- wh 
Kinace cJofidelity, in rejecting him, the promiled on 
Meſſias, and that unparallelled Peltwerion, that 74 
Was to come upon them in a little, Lime, as the „ 

Juſt Puniſhment of their * incotrig me | nels 
Impenitency, both under John's Miniflry atv his = 

| _— drops. cars over it | the 
| As our Lord expreſſes his Compaſſion, towards | Sin 
| this then ſinful and ſhortly after miſerablę City, by that 
| his Tears; fo alſo by his Words, ver, 42. I bon to tl 
badft known ; the Exprefſion is abrupt and coutiſe. on 
| 1 ſhall not trouble you with Cricicilms. about it, Wr: 
| tis either a paſſionate Wiſh, O that thou bad from 
known ! Or ſomewhat may be ſupplied, happy the. 
had it been for ,chce, if thou badft known 5 thou be c 


City of Jeruſalem, even thou a City highly — hy 
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of God above any l he had choſen to 
place his Name there, to which he had ſent his 
Pre Phets from Time to Time, and now John the 
Hahriß and, his own Son, to call them to Repenrance ; 


at leaſt 1 in this thy 0 Day. | the Day of God's Grace, 


and, thy.7 mercital Viſi 1 5 badft known, that is, 
improven : \ the Things t hat belon to thy Pare, that 
tended to. the lengthning out 45 Trang qulſiey, and 
promotin thy Proſperity”: But now they are hid from 
thine Eyes, becauſe of your Tmpenitenty, and not 


improving the graciou Diſpenlat ions of God's 


Provid nde rowards' you: Your. Day of Grate and 
Mercy! is gone, judgment muſt take place, as it follows, 


Verſes 43. and 44. For the Days Mall come upon thee,: 
that 140 Endmits ſhall caſt a T rench about thee, | 


and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on every 
Side, and ſhall lay thee even with the Ground, and 
thy Children within thee ; and they ſhall not leave 
in thee one Stone upon another, becauſe t bon knoweſt 
uot the Ti zme F thy Vi Viſitation. And every Title of 
What our Lord here threatned was accompliſhed 
on this impenitent City, as we may learn from 
Foſephus his Hiſtory gf the Fews. 

In the Words we may obſerve, 1. God's ; Good- 


nels and Grace to ſome Nations; he affords them 
a Day of mercitul Viſitation, and lets before them 


the Things that belong to their Peace. 24, The 


Sin ande olly of theſe Nations; they do not know, 


that 1 IS, ractically 1 improve, "the F bings That Belong 
P their Þ 

n ſuch Nations, pee they deſpiſe his Grace; 
Wi ath he hides the T, hing, that belong to their Peace 


from their Eyes. Thus it was with the Church of 
the 7 f : 5 I God's . 1. them 


be. cho 
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eace. 3dly, The Juſt Jud; ment of nes 1 
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put his Name among them; for them he had done 
reat and marvellous Things, he had given them 
fis Statutes and Ordinances, which if they had 


kept, they bad been happy; many Time he had deli- 


vered them, yet they ſinned the more: They did not 
know in their Day the Things that belonged to their 
Peace ; and therctore God in Wrath bid them from 
their Eyes. Thus it was with the Churches of the 
Leſſer Aſia; the Church of Epheſus is commanded 


| 70 remember from whence ſhe had fallen, aud repent, 


and do the firſt Works, and threatned, Elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candle- 
flick out of its Place, except thou. repent. And the 
Church 'of Pergamus, becauſe ſhe had thoſe that 
held the Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which Thing 
Chriſt did hate; therefore he commands her to re- 
pent, and threatens, Elſe I wil come unto thee 
quickly, and will fight againſt them with the Sword 
of my Mouth. The Church of Laodicea, becauſe 
e was luke-warm, and neither cold nor bot, Chriſt 
threatens, that he will /pue her out of bis Mouth. 
But my Deſign is at this Time to lay before you, 
I., The great Things that our good and gracious 
God has done for this Church, and the happy Cir- 
cumſtances, which, by his favourable Providence, we 
are now in. II. To conſider ſome of theſe Things, 
which ſeem to belong to our Peace, and which we 
ought to know in this our Day. III. To ſhow the 
ſtrong Obligations we are under to know them. 
I. Then I ſhall lay before you the great Things 
that our good and gracious God has done for this 


Church, .and the happy Circumſtances, which, by 
his favourable Providence, we are now in. 
When we, with other Nations of the World, 


were ſitting in Hcatheniſh Darkneſs, Aliens 4 
* oy the 
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the Commonwealth of Iſrael, Strangers to the Cove- 
naut of Promiſe, without God, without Chriſt, uit h- 
out Hope in the World, our mercitul God was 
pleaſed early to make the Day ſpring from on 


High to wiſit us, the un of Righteouſneſs to ariſe 


anto us, with Healing under bis Wings, and give 


us, who are among the outmoſt Iſles of the Gentiles, 


for a Poſſeſſion to his Son. 
After the Eaſtern Church had been overrun 


; with Mabonietan Deluſions, and the Weftern with 


Antichriſtian Darkneſs, Ignorance, Error, Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry, and was groaning under the 
Tyranny of that Man of Sin, the Pope and his 
Clergy, our gracious God was pleaſcd to viſit us in 
our low State, and, as in other Churches, ſo in this, 
he diſpel'd the Darkneſs, made the bleſſed Morn- 


ing of the Reformation to dawn, which, from ſmall 


Beginnings, and againſt great Oppoſition, brought 
it to a national and legal Eſtabliſhment, "Irv 


What ſecret Plots 'and open Attempts there have 


been to deſtrey this bleſſed Work, and bring us 
back again into our former State of Darkneſs, Cor - 


ruption and Slavery, and how God in his kind 


Providence has defeat them, they who read our 
„„ . 
When before the happy Revolution, a Prince of 
the Romiſh Religion, and a great Zealot for it, fat 
on our Throne, how great were the Fears of all the 
Lovers of our Zion] how vaſt were the Hopes of our 
Enemies! Then ſurely had not the Lord been on our 
Side, and appeared for our Deliverance, Rome had 
ſwallowed us up; theſe prond Waters bad gone over our 
Soul: But inthe Mount the Lord was ſeen, and bis Hand 
brought Salvation unto us: When the Enemy ſaid, 


J twill purſue, I will overtake, Twill divide the Spoil ; 


my 


F 1 


dur late glorious. Deliverer King Miliam of bleſſe 


Lond hath dove great Things for. us, nf, 


agrecable to the Word of God. Ever ſince that 
happy Time, our Kings have bren nurſing Fathers, 
to us, and our Queens nurſing Mothers: Ever ſince, 
we have enjoy d the Preaching of the Word, Admi- 
niltration of Sacraments, che Exerciſe of Diſcipline. 
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and Government, in Uh WES Fury, and with 
the greateſt Liberty and Safety: 

A Spirit of Perfceution has been declining, arid k 
Bow gone, and 1 hope ſhall never again return into 
our Land. Our Church is now poſteſt of a greater 
human Security, than ever it had before; ſo that, 
under God, we are ſaſe againſt all Attempts. of thoſe 
that ſeek our Ruin, and we may promiſe to our 
ſelves a laſting I ranquillity, it we do not provoke 
our God againſt us, and deſtroy our ſelves with our 
own Hands. We live under a gracious Prince, 
who, on all Occaſions, has declared his firm Re- 
ſolution to maintain us in all our legal Rights and 
— 1 and on whoſe Favour and Protection we 

fely depend; A Prince that has ſufficiently 
1550 his gracious Inclination to make us happy 
and ealy, ift we will allow our ſelves to be ſo. A 
Prince of whom we may juſtly ſay in the Words of 
the Queen of Sheba, and why ſhould we not ſay it 
iti Gratirude both to God and our Prince, Becuuſt 
var God loved us to'eftablifo us for ever, therefort 
made be him King over us. We have now. a. fair 

1 put in our Hand of ſuppreſſing Popery, 
out old and reſtleſs Enemy: Of excrcifing:Forbeat- 
atice towards our Proteſtant” Brethren, that differ 
from us in ſome Things, not rendrin Evil for Evil; 
bat paihing them ys the Methods 4 Meckneſs and 
Love ; Ot ſuppteſſing Vice and Immorality : Of 
promoting the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Intereſt 
of true Religion. : Ot maintaining 'Prace, Harmon 
and Order among our (elves, and ſo making out 
Church 4 praceulle Habitation, fair as the Moons, 
clear #s a San, aud Ferribls as * ny with Ban- 
r a | 1 


(8) 
Theſe are the great Things that our God has done 
for us: Theſe are the happy Circumſtances in which 
he by his kind Providence, has placed us: This is 
our Day of merciful Viſitation, and O that we, even 
we, in this our Day, may know the Things that be- 
long to our Peace, before they be bid from our Eyes, 
And this leads me to the Second Thing propoſed, 
viz. To confider ſome of theſe Things which belong 
70 our Peace, aud which we ought to know in this our 
Day. | o %% un | 
And 1f, Univerſal Reformation of Heart and 
Life, is unqueſtionably a Thing that belongs to our 
Peace. That we return unto that God from whom 
we have departed, and fly to his Mercy through the 
Merits of the bleſſed Redeemer. If we ſeek God 
he will be found, but, if we forſake him, he will caſt 
us off for ever: And Woe to us when God departs 
from us. That there is a general Defection among 
us, they are blind that do not fee it, and hard- 
hearted that do not bewail it with Tears of godly 
Sorrow: A Defection not from Soundneſs of Doc- 
trine, or Purity of Worſhip, or any Thing eſſential 
to the Conſtitution and Government: Theſe Things, 
bleſſed be God, are ſtill preſerved among us, but 
from the Life and Power of Godlineſs. We have 
pure Doctrine and pure Worſhip, but impure Hearts 
and Lives: What Profaneneſs and Immorality a- 
bounds! What Contempt of God and Religion! 
So that many ſeem to have caſt off the very Form 
of Godlineſs : And many of thoſe that {till retgin the 
Form, do they not deny the Power of ite What a 
Detection is there from that Humility, Meekneſs, 
Self-Denial, that Heavenly-mindedneſs, Abſtracted- 
neſs from a preſent vain World, that charitable 


Temper of Mind, that are the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racters 


62750 
4 ers of true: Chriſtians: And, inſtead of theſe; 
ſhining Vertues of the Chriſtian Life, what Pride; 
Wrath, Self:conceit; 'Worldly-mindedneſs ? What 
Uncharitableneſs of Spirit, what taſh judging; birteh 
railing and Evil ſpeaking 2 What deſpiſing of goad 
Men and Gods Ordinances ad miniſtred by them, be- 
cauſe they ate not of their Way of thinking and 
acting as to ſome Things that are far removed from 
the Vitals of true Religion, and! wherein goad and 
godly Men may chaxitably differ? What Carnality 
and Faction? One ſaying IL am. of Paul, anothet 1 
am of Apollos : I ſay; how. much of all theſe do ar 
las too too much prevail. among the Proſeſſors of 
Religion in our Day. O foliſi and unwiſe! People! 
Do we thus. requite the Lord |; Is not be our Hut her 
that bought us, hath he not made us and ehalliſud 
us But if we go on impenitently in ſuch Courr 
ſes, ſhall he not viſit. us for theſe Things? 
Shall not His: Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nar 
tion? Surehy it becomes: us who are Office- 
bearers in God's Houſe, vigorouſly, to apply our- 


ſelves ro the Cure of theſe Evils; theſe are 


the great Grievances we labour under, and the 
Cure of the mis, in a great Meaſuxe, under God, in 
our own, Hand; eſpecially it becomes vs, whom 
God hath;honourgd:to preach his, Word, to cry :4- 
loud, and not ſpare ; to lift up our Voice like a Trum- 
pet, and ſharply.repruvs Vices of all Kinds, not on- 
ly of the openly profane, but alſo ot the. formal aud 
hypocritical Profeſſor: Not ſearing the Faces of 
Men, nor regarding the Repioaches of Tongues. 
Shall ſuch Men as we fly and cowardly ſneak from 


our Duty, for Fear, of a little popular Contempt, 


when the. Caſe ſo loudly calls for aur Diſcharge 
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it? No, let us up and be doing, and the Lord 
himſelf will be with us. e giti! 
⁊aly, After our Duty to God, the next Thing I 
ſhall mention, as belonging to our Peace, is the 
Duty we owe to the Government and Laws, under 
which, by the good Providence of God, we live; 
for, as we are t render to God the Things that are 
God's, ſo to Ceſar the Things that are Cęſar' s, by/a 
dutiful Regard to his Laws, and a conſcientious O- 
bedience unto them. This is what Chriſtianity 
ſtrictly obliges us to, Let every Soul be ſubject to the 
higher Power ; ſubmit yourſelves to every Ordinance 
of Man in the Lord; nor can any Thing juſtify our 
Diſobedience or Non: Obedience to the Laws, but 


that they are contrary to the Laws ot God: Indeed, 


in that Caſe no Power on Earth can bind; for we 
muſt obey God rather than Men: In all other Ca- 
ſes Obedience is our Duty. Yea, tho' a Law may be 
gr jevous, yet this will not juſtify our Diſobedience 
to it, and ſpurning at it: No, we muſt patiently 
wait till God in his good Providence, and our Law- 
givers in their great Wiſdom, ſhall give us Relief, 
prudently uſing the Means of humble Supplication, 
as becomes dutiful Subjects. This we are obliged 
to in Duty to God, whoſe Vicegerent the Magi- 


ſtrate is: And in Gratitude to a Government, un- 
der whom we enjoy ſo many Bleſſings; and in Du- 
ty to our Fellow Subjects, that we lay not a ſtum- 


bling Block before them, and teach them Diſobedi- 
ence to the Laws by our Practice: For, if they ſee 
us diſobey one Law, which we think a Grievance, 


they Will think themſelves ſafe to diſobey other 
Laws, which they think grievous, eſpecially if their 


Profit be concerned in the Matter, and may be 
greatly advanced by ſo doing. 
3dly, Ir 


Ry 
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zaly, It belongs to our Peate in violably to main- 


tain our Conſtitution, and not ſuffer ir to be-broke 
in upon by any Man or Party of Men. I appre- 
hend the Conſtitution of the Church of Scotland, 
as now by Law eſtabliſh'd, lies in a Parity among 
the Office-bearers, a Subordination of Judicatures, 
the Inferior ro the Superior, and a meek Submiſſion 
of all the Members to the Orders and Admonirions 
of the ſeveral Judicatures, eſpecially of the Supreme. 
Now, whenever any of theſe 1s broke in upon, then 
the Conſtitution is invaded, and it not timely re- 
dreſs'd, may be overturn'd. And if any Brother 
ſhould uſurp Juriſdi&ion over his Fellow-Office- 
bearer, would be to introduce that Prelacy this 
Church has always contended againſt ; ſo for inferior 
Judicatories to dilobey and counteract the Orders 
and Sentences, would be to introduce an Indepen- 
dency directly againſt our Conſtitution : Alſo for, 
any to deſpiſe the Cenſures and Admonitions of 
Judicatures, eſpecially the Supreme, would be ei- 
ther to ſet himſelf up an independent Lord and Ma- 
ſter of his own Actions, every Man doing that 
which is right in his own Eyes, and cut himſelf off 
from the Society altogether : Whence muſt enſue 
Anarchy, and the utmoſt Confuſion. We muſt 
therefore, if we conſult our Peace, carefully main- 
tain the Subordination of Jud icatures, and the meek 
Submiſſion of every Member to the Cenſures and 
Ad monitions of the ſeveral Judicatures, efpecially 
the Supreme. It may be alledged, That Church 
Authority may be ſcrewed too far, to the Oppreſ- 
<« ſion of Conſcience.” IT own. it may be, and has 
been, as the beſt Thing may be abuſed to the worſt 
of Purpoſes, which, by all Means, ought to be 
guarded againſt ; but then, bleſſed be God, that is 
a ? 4: BS 1-1-5 6 es 
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nor the Caſe of, our. 1 And, on the other 
Hand, it muſt alſo be own d, that ſo much Autho- 
rity mult be exerciſed in every Society, as is neceſ- 
ſary to maintain Order and Peace among the Mem- 
bers ot Society, elſe every Society muſt become a 
Chaos of Piſorder and Confuſion. 

Atbly, It belongs to our Peace, that we uſe our 
vtmolt Endeavours to keep the People eaſy, quiet 
and peace able under the Government both of Church 
and State: And in order to this, we muſt never 

exaggerate any Grievane: they may be under. This 
ean tend to no good Purpoſe; it cannot redreſs the 
Grievance ; it 11ay tend to very bad Purpoſes, to 
tret their! Spirits, alienate their A ffections from the 


Government, and make them mut inous and tumul- 


tuous. We muſt let them know what manitold 
Grievances, they are relieved from under the preſent 
Government, under which their Anceſtors groan= 
ed. We muſt ſtudy to make them ſenſible of the 
manifold Bleſſings and Privileges they enjoy, that 
our Forefathers wer: deprived of. They are not ter- 
rified with Fineings, Impriſonments, Baniſhments 
and Death as they were; but every Man may fit 
quietly. under his own Vine. and his own Fig- tree, 
and none to make him afraid. They enjoy the 
Plenty and Purity of the Goſpel ; that Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government - of the 
Church that their Fathers contended for, legally 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt them, What would the Prote- 


ſtants of Britain, and Presbyterians of Scotland have 


given 50 Years ago to have ſeen the Days we ſee, 

aud enjoy the Bleſſings we enjoy? How would their 

Souls have rejoiced in the Goodneſs of God, and 

bleſt nim or ſuch happy Circumſtances ? 

As for us that are Miniſters of the everlaſting 

Golpc:, let us never bring to the Pulpit, and cndea- 
vVOUr 
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vour to intereſt our People in theſe Things, about 
which we may differ in Church Judicatures. To 
appeal to the Feople in theſe Matters, is to appeal, 
for the molt Part; to an incompetent Judge; a Judge 
that cannot. weigh the Reaſons on each Side; that 
ordinarily hears only the Arguments of one Side; 
that is, for the moſt Part, determined by Affection 
rather than Judgment, and an implicite Faith ra- 
ther than a well intormed Underſtanding. Bleſſed 
be God theſe Matters do not concern their eternal 
Salvation. Jo engage them in theſe Matters is the 
Way to make them uneaſy, inſenſible of God's 
Goodneſs, and unthanktul tor his Mercies, to diſ- 
ſe them to Schiſm, make them deſpiſe many uſe- 
ful Miniſters ot Chriſt, by whoſe Teaching their 
Souls might be much edified, and ſo hinder their 
ſpiritual Profit; and to beget in them a Spirit quite 
oppoſite to the Spirit of the Goſpel: Let us there- 
fore, who are Ambaſſadors of the Prince of Peace 
and Love, never bring any Thing to the Pulpit, 
either in Prayer or Preaching, much leſs to a Com- 
munion- Table, that favours of Paſſion and Sournęſs 
of Temper in ourſclves, or has a Tendency to ſtir 
the Paſſions, ſour and ruffle the Spirits of the People; 
but what has a Tendency to ſweeten and calm their 
Spirits, and -mould them into the Spirit and Tem- 
per of the Goſpel; what tends to promote the I- 
mage of God in their Souls, to engage them to the 
Practice of every Chriſtian Virtue, to inſpire them 
with a Senſe of the infinite Love of God towards 
them, and inflame their Hearts with Love to him, 
and Love to one another. Thus ſhall the People be 
quiet, and do their own Buſineſs, live in Love and 
Peace with their Paſtors and Fellow- Chriſt ians, 
follow the Duties of their Callings, and work out 
their Salvation with Fear aud Trembling, and 
the 
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the God of Love and . ſhall be with them. 

A 57h Thing that belongs to our Peace is, that 
we maintain Peace and Harmony among ourſelyes; 
if we are to follow Peace with all Men, much more 
with one another. Peace and Concord are the Ce- 
ment and Beauty of Society: Behold how good and 
bow pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 
Unity! and Strife and Diſcord the very Bane and 
Ruin of it. Vbere Envy and Strife is, there is 
Confuſion and every evil Work: A Kingdom di vid- 
ed againſt itſelf cannot ſtand: If we bite and devour 


one another, let us take Heed we be not conſumed 


one with another. We are Brethren, why ſhould 
we {trive together? We are Servants of the Prince 
of Peace, the Meſſage we bring is the Goſpel of 
Peace, let us ſhow ourſelves Sons of Peace; and let 
there be no Contention or Emulation among us, 
except who ſhall be the brighteſt and moſt ſhining 
Enſamples to the People of Meekneſs, Humility, 
Patience, Selt-denial, and Charity; who ſhall go 
before others in miniſterial Labours, and Diligence 
in inſtructing the Ignorant, ſtudying to convince 
and convert the Obſtinate, to comfort them that 
are caſt down, and to edify Saints in their moſt holy 
Faith. And in order to this, let us mortify our 
Luſts, our Pride and Paſſion; for, from whence 


comes Wars? Come they not from our Luſts that 


war in our Minds? Let us beg of God, the Father 
of Lights, from whom every good and perfect Gift 
comes down, that he would give us that Wiſdom 
that is from above, which is pure and peaceable, 
gentle and eaſy to be intreated, wy 

A 6th Thing I mention, as belonging to our 
Peace, is a prudent and mild Behaviour toward thoſe 
that ſeparate from us, and have deſerted out Mini- 


ſtry, becauſe we comply with the Laws of our Supe- 
riors, 
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CD 
riors, which they are diſpleaſed with; and we judge, 
are not contrary to any Law of God: Let us not 
treat them with Contempt or Anger, the I/rath of 
Man never works the Righteouſneſs of God, but 
with Regard and Gentleneſs, that we may convince 
them, we would willingly do every Thing to pleaſe, 
but act againſt our Conſcience, and tranſgreſs the 
firſt Commandment with Promiſe : That we have no 
Deſign upon them, but to be Helpers of their Joy; 
to promote the ſpiritual Profit and the eternal Well 
of their Souls: F we are reviled, let us not revile 
again, but ſhew all Gentleneſs and Meekneſs, as the 
Servants of the meek Feſus, committing our Cauſe 
to him that judgeth rigbteouſiy. Such Behaviour, thro? 
the Bleſſing of God, cannot mils at laſt of conquers 
ing Obſtinacy itſelf, and bring the People to the 
Ways of Peace and Unity; at leaſt, it will procure 
ſweet Peace to our own Minds; and tho? we ſhould 
labour in vain, and ſpend our Strength for nought; 
yet, ſurely our Fudgment is with the Lord, and our 
Reward with our God. As for our Brethren, who, 
by their undutiful Behaviour toward the ſupreme Au- 
thority of this Church, and their Obſtinacy in that 
Courſe, have brought themſelves under her Cenſures, 
as we are not to excuſe or extenuate their Fault, 
much leſs to juſtify it; but in any Ways to reprove 
them, and not ſuffer Sin upon them, elſe we ſhall 
be Partakers with them in their Guilt: So we are 


not to deſpair of recovering them to the Ways of 


Peace and Unity and dutiful Submiſſion ro:that Au- 
thority they have deſpiſed: Let us therefore uſe all 
proper Means to reſtore them in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs and Love: Particularly, beſide mild and bro- 
therly Conference, to inform their Judgment and re- 
move their Miſtakes, let us apply to the Throne of 
Grace, that our kind and gracious God, who has 


done 
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done ſo much for this Church, and who has the ; 
Hearts of all in his Hand, and can turn them as it ; 
pleaſes him, would touch their Hearts with a Senſe : 


ot their Duty, and incline them to the Ways of 


df Peace and Unit). Boe 1 

0 The lat Thing I mention is, That we take the A 

4 utmoſt Care to propagate-aSucceſſion of faithful Go- 0 

ll el Miniſters to have the Care and Overlighit of the v 

iy 2hurch, when we are laid in the Duſt. Ler us nor | e 

"0 lay Hands: ſuddenly. on auy Man, and licenſe none as b 

M Candidates for the holy Miniſtry, but ſuch as are of te 

bi good Learning, ſound in the Faith, Men of Prudence a 
5 and Moderation, of blameleſs and exemplary Lives; v 
af and, as faras we can judge, who have a ſaving Ac- 7 
1 qua intance with that Grace of- | God, tney are to Z0 
| preach to others; who may be Enſamples to the Flock, ſi 
0 and may fed them, not with Froth and Trifles, or di 

. Matters of doubtful Diſputation, which miniſter ; 
1 Queſtions rather than godly Edilying; but with the ju 
fincere Milk of the Word, whereby their Souls may an 
: be nouriſh'd up unto eternal Life: Men that will not ha 
| hunt after popular Applauſe, to get themſelves a ſel 
| Name and a Following, but will ſtudy to pleaſe the ve 
1 People to their Edificat ion, who have the Glory of | no 
. God and the Good of precious Souls ſincerely in their | th 
| View. By our Care this Way, we may cfteually, | de 
at leaſt, in a great Meaſure, prevent any Inconveni- | the 

ency that could happen either from Preſentations or || 

popular Elections; ſeeing, probably ſpeaking, we pa! 
would put it out of the Power of the Patron to pre- an 
ſent, or the People to chuſe a wrong Man. If we | Tb 
be careleſs and negligent as to this Matter of ſuch | per 
Moment and Conſequence to the Happineſs of the | the 
Church, we- ſhall be Partakers, with the unworthy | ſuff 
Men we admit, in their Sin, the Blood of Souls that | me! 


may periſh through their Default will ly upon our 
* | Heads, 


Heads, and God will require it at our Hands. 
I proceed now to the third Thing propoſed, to 
ſhow the ſtrong Obligations we are under to know 
this Day the Things that belong to our Peace. And, 
1, We are obliged, to this in Duty and Grati- 
tude, to that God who has done ſo great Things, 
and wrought ſo great Salvation for us; who hath 


Adaeliver'd us out of the Hands of our Enemies, that 


we might ſerve him without Fear, who hath follow- 
ed us with tender Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, and 


| beſtowed ſo many.Bleflings upon us both ſpiritual and 


temporal. Surely, ſuch Receipts of Mercy call for 
a ſuitable Return of Duty and Gratitude ; And 
what is it that the Lord requireth of us? but that in 
this our Day we would know the Things that belo 

to our Peace; that we would love him and ſerve him 
ſincerely, that it may be well with us and our Chil- 
dren or. eee. | | 

 2dly, We are obliged to this, from a grateful and 
juſt Regard to our worthy Anceſtors, who have done 
and ſufter'd ſo much, in order to procure our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment. .'The beſt Blood in the Nation 
fel] a Sacrifice in ſtruggling againſt Popery and Sla- 
very, and to bring about that bleſſed Settlement we 
now ſo peaceably enjoy: And ſhall we ſo wantonly 
throw away that which our Fathers purchaſed at ſo. 


© 


dear a Rate, and have faithfully tranſmitted to us 


their Poſterity? N N 
3dly, We are obliged to this in Juſtice and Com- 
paſſion to our Poſterity. We are Truſtees tor them, 
and have their valuable Concerns in our Hand: 
Their Happineſs. or Miſery in a great Meaſure de- 
pends on our Management; if we eat ſour Grapes, , 
their Teeth may come to be ſet on Edge, and they 
ſuffer tor our Sin, and be made to take up that La- 
mentation, Our Fathers have ſinned, and are = 
: and 


know-the Things that belong to out Peace in this our 
may riſe up and call us bleſſed, ; : I 


Peace of out own Minds in a Day ot Trial. Indeed 
at-preſent, by the Favour of God, our Mountain 
ſtands ſtrong; and we may be apt to think, we ſhalt 


to Change: After the greateſt Calm, a Storm may 
ariſe; and if it fhall ſo fall out thro? the wiſe order- 
ing of divine Providente, what a cutting Reflection 
will it be, that we had a fair Opportunity put in 
our Hand of promoting the K ingdom of Chriſt and 
che Proſperity of this Church, but we did not im- 
prove it? Then ſhall we with deep Regrete ſay, O 
that we, even we, had in otir Day of merciful Viſi- 
tation known the Things that belonged to our Peate; 
and lament; that now they are hid from our Eyes. . 

5h, The Conſideration of our Enemies, and 
them that wiſh our Ruin, lays us under very ſtrong 
Obligations 0 know in this our Day the Things that 
belong to our Peace. Sure, we cannot do them a 
greater Pleaſure, than, if after our gracious God has 
raiſed our Zion out of her Rubbiſh, ſtabliſn'd her on 
a firm Foundation, ſo that out Enemies can only 


to diſturb it; we ſhall with Axes and Hammers go 
to and pull down the carved” Work of our Church. 
How would they triumph and ſay, Aba, aba, our 
Eyes have feew it © Ab, ſo would we have it? 
© 6thly, The Conſideration of the State of many of 


otherwhere, ſhould engage us to this. The Heathen 
are come into God's Inheritance, his holy Temple baue 
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and ide bave born heir Ivigutty+ Let ns therefore 
Day; and act ſuch & Part, as Generations to core 
Aby, We are obliged to this, in ordet to the 


never be moved; but all human Affairs are fubje& 


with Envy behold her Happineſs, without being able 


dur Brethren the Proteſtant Churches in France, and 


they defiled, bey have laid Jeruſalem” on Heaps. 


them 
bitter 
ſters, 
cauſe 
ceĩve. 
too n 
do no 
for it 
Teac 
Land 
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ſeek ; 


they 
by c 
mean 


wv 
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Ff 
he dead Bodies of bis Servants have they given ts 
be Meat unto the Fowls of Heaven, the Fleſh of bis 
Saints unto'the Beaſts of the' Earth. Their Blood 
have they {bed like Water tound about Feruſulen, and 
there was none to hury them; ſuch of them as remain 
are fitting by the Rivers of Babel, and e 

their Harps upon the Willows, and weeping, whe 
they remember Zion. How precious would that Free» 
dom and Liberty of Goſpel-ordinances that we en- 
joy be to them? How light would all our Grievan- 
ces be, on account of which we fo murmur and fret ? 
How thankful would they be to God and their Go- 
vernors for the Half of what we enjoy, and make 
light of? When they look upon our Circumſtances, 
will 77 not ſay, Happy is the People that is in ſuch 
CARE ; ; e 
Laſihy, If we do not in this our Day of mercifut 
Viſitation, know the Things that belong to our Peace, 
God may in Juſtice, and will at laſt in Wrath hide 
them from our Eyes. If the People and we go on 
bitterly to contend about the Way of calling Mini- 
ſters, and they go on to loath the Bread of Life, be- 
cauſe diſpenſed by Men againſt whom they have con- 
ceived unreaſonable Prejudices, and Miniſters give 
too much Countenance to them in ſo doing, at leaſt; 
do not diſcountenance them, and ſharply reprove them 
for it, may not God be provoked to remove their 
Teachers into Corners, and ſend a Famine in the 
Land, not a Famine of Bread; nor a "Thirſt, of Wa- 
ter, but of hearing the Words of the Lo „ % that 
the People ſhall wander from Sea to Sea, and from 
the North even tothe Eaſt, and run to aud fro and 
ſeek the Mord of the Lord, and not find it. Then 
they ſhall know the Worth of that they now deſpiſe 
by the Want of it, and wiſh they had one or the 
me ancſt of theſe Miniſters whom now they con mi 
3 and 


that deſires to maints; 


that belong to this Church's Peace, en e hid 
Tom our Eyes, læſt our God be pf rake Fig 


Kingdom from us, and give it to a Nat ion that will 


And. RY to ben che Bread Liſe to lick Souls. A 


And now, my very Reverend Brethren, and right 
Honourable, and honourable Members af this Na- 


tional Aſſembly, I hare delivered myſelf, with that 
Ftesdom and Plainneſs that I thought became the 


Station wherein the Vote of the laſt General Aſſem- 
bly placed me, and that became 2 that has the 


| Peace and Pr. ſpeciry-of this Church gecrely at Heart: 
| 15 fe Jorg 


beg et Skull paſs pes Right. band, 
e eto the Roof of my Mouth, if ; 
ef Joy: That became One 
upon his Spirit a deep Im- 
reſſion of that awful Account 1 muſt make to God 
3 all the Actions of Lite, fo eſpecially for the Diſ- 
cbarge of my Duty this Day. Let me beſeech you 


Wy . 
wot prefer her to my 6 


in the Bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that you will 


ſineerely lay to-Hearr, in this our Day. Bs, Things 


bring forth better Fruits than we have done. 


May our gracious God heal all our Breaches and 


Backſlid ings. May he yet delight to dwell among 


5 us and to do us Good. May he inſpire all che Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly with the Spirit of Wildom, with . 


well guided Zeal and Chriſtian Moderation, with 


Charity and brotherly Love. May our bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter, according to his Word of Promiſe, be 
in the Midlt of us, and may we u all haye a deep = 

Senſe of his Preſence on our Spirits. May he Spee, 

2 all our Conſultations and Determingtions, that 


may tend to the Advayeement of hi King ene 
| ax þ the Peace and Happineſs of chis Church. e 
Things may God of his in finitz Geddes, grant 


in great Compaſſion to e tor the 


Ake of Jeſus. Amen. A 0 n 
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